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Van Kirke Nelson, MD

February 16, 2009

. Testnnony of Van Kirke Nelson M. D.
H. B.362

Chairlnan Stoker / Melnbers,ofthe Judiciary Committee,

My name is Van Kirke Nelson
‘ 680 S. FoysLake Rd.
Kahspell Montana 59901 -

Tama retlred physwlan havmg practlced Obstetrics and Gynecology in Kallspell nearly
45 years and having had the privilege of serving as President of the Montana Medical -
- Association, President of the Montana Board of Medlcal Exammers and MM.A.
Delegate to the A. M A.

e W_I‘lte in support'of H.B. 362 introduced by Representatiye T. Henry and othets.‘ -
: -Prepa‘redneSS is some’thing not to be forgFOtten; ‘H’.Bl 362‘3ddféssesI that. -

Disasters strike and- people respond and in some 1nstances havmg to make instant
judgments for salvage of life and property, sometimes with an untoward, unintended
result that might not have been the same in a normal occurring incident. In my own

- lifetime as a physician, during the polio ep1dem1c of the 1950°s — who gets the resp1rators

(iron lungs) wher there are more sick than available resp1rators and, in your own llfenme, ‘
Katrlna and who gets evacuated?- :

Your support of H. B. 362 w1ll assure the hcensed phys1c1ans and para-med1cal personnel
of the state of Montana that they don’t have to think of hablllty in makmg a dec1s1on
- when disasters change the playmg ﬁeld of everyday serv1ces :
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Van K1rke Nelson
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